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There are approximately 111 separate sects and denominations that are classified as Oneness
Pentecostal Churches. These congregations are found in nearly every city and town in the
United States, as well as around the world. They get their distinctive name from the fact that they
do not believe in the orthodox doctrine of the Trinity. They believe that all who do believe in the
Trinity are spiritually lost because they have adopted a pagan doctrine. They differ from other
Pentecostals and the rest of the historical church on several important issues, earning them the
title of a Pseudo-Christian Cult by established cult watching organizations and cult experts. The
book, Oneness Pentecostal Churches, examines the claims, doctrines and practices of these
fellowships. It addresses the issues in a manner comprehensive enough to satisfy the
professional minister, yet clear enough to meet the needs of laypeople who are seeking answers
about this significant movement.The questions discussed in the book include:1.) Who are
Oneness Pentecostals?2.)Why are Oneness Pentecostals called "the people of the name"?3.)Is
the doctrine of the Trinity really pagan? 4.)Is there a three step pathway to salvation?5.)Does
water baptism save?6.)Is speaking in tongues required for salvation?For those interested in
understanding the Oneness Pentecostal movement, this book is required reading.



ONENESS PENTECOSTALCHURCHES—THEIRDOCTRINE AND PRACTICEAN
EXAMINATION OF THE ONENESSPENTECOSTAL MOVEMENTBruce Tucker, Ph.D. Copyright
© 2002 by Bruce Tucker.Library of Congress Number:2002090104#:Hardcover1-4010-4497-2S
oftcover1-4010-4496-4eBook978-1-4628-0035-3 All rights reserved. No part of this book may
be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including
photocopying, recording, or by any information storage and retrieval system, without permission
in writing from the copyright owner. This book was printed in the United States of America. To
order additional copies of this book, contact:Xlibris Corporation1-888-7-
XLIBRISOrders@Xlibris.com ContentsINTRODUCTIONCHAPTER ONECHAPTER
TWOCHAPTER THREECHAPTER FOURCHAPTER FIVECONCLUSION I dedicate this book
to Margie, my wife. Her loyalty, confidence,support and love have molded me into the person I
am today.Without her, my life would be an existence, with her it is
full. INTRODUCTIONONENESS PENTECOSTALCHURCHES: THEIR DOCTRINEAND
PRACTICEUnder the alleged leading of the Holy Spirit, and with a sincere desire t o please the
Lord, some members of the small church down the street placed several tracts and leaflets in
the doors of our church and the parsonage. One article particularly caught my eye. It was
entitled, “The Great Trinitarian Cult.”Believing that God would honor his boldness, this individual
walked onto the platform in front of 3,000 people, usurped a microphone, and began to preach,
“You’re responsible for leading thousands of people to hell! You’re only preaching part of the
gospel.”An individual felt compelled to send a letter to all the pastors in the city to “explain the
gospel more fully.” His letter concluded:Now I boldly proclaim to you, this is the gospel of Jesus
Christ that we must obey! We crucify our old man by repentance (Romans 6:6). We are buried
with Him by baptism (Romans 6:4), and resurrected with Christ to walk in newness of life by the
infilling of the Holy Ghost (Romans 6:4). If we have not done this, we have not obeyed the
gospel, and we are in danger of the judgment of God. Also, if we preach anything besides this,
we are accursed of God, for Paul said, “Though we, or an angel from heaven preach any other
gospel unto you than that we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. “(Galatians 1:8) I ask
you, please prayerfully consider what I have said this day. Search the Scriptures to see if what I
have said is true. If you need help, I will gladly come or send someone who can expound unto
you “the way of God more perfectly”IS THIS ISSUE REALLY SIGNIFICANT?Were these unusual
examples or rare instances? Perhaps. However, I have never lived in a city or town where I have
not come into contact with one of the 111 denominations or sects categorized as Oneness
Pentecostal churches. While many may not be as bold as these illustrations, these examples do
highlight the views of these groups, as well as their commitment to those doctrines. The most
familiar group is the United Pentecostal Church, International. This movement is very large and
growing rapidly. When this group is mentioned, people often respond by saying that it is only a
rumor that they believe those doctrines. They know some Pentecostals and they are Trinitarian.



Sometimes they say that you are just anti-charismatic. Unfortunately, people are confused. The
fact of the matter is that there is a vast difference between Oneness Pentecostals and traditional
Pentecostals and charismatics.THE SIGNIFICANT GROWTH OF THE MOVEMENTAccording
to Barrott’s World Christian Encyclopedia,1 in 1970 there were 2,683,200 people involved in
Oneness Pentecostal churches around the world. Ten years later the number had grown to
3,682,900. In an additional five years in 1985 the number had increased to 4,455,000.2 This was
an 85.5% increase in just 15 years. It is interesting to learn that in 1970 there were only
4,113,400 Jehovah’s Witnesses,3 a smaller number than the Oneness Pentecostals in 1985.
The Jehovah’s Witnesses increased only 56.7% in those same 15 years. We all know of the
Jehovah’s Witnesses, but few know of these groups.Fred Foster in his book, The Story: 20th
Century Pentecostals, testified of the growth of this movement.In the past fifty years the
Oneness message has had a tremendous growth. A recent report by the Associated Press in a
national release stated that the United Pentecostal Church was one of the fastest growing
church groups in the country. And it is characteristic of these church groups to spread their
message far and wide with great evangelistic fervor.4Foster continued to cite statistics on actual
church membership of the largest Pentecostal denominations in 1979, both Oneness and
Trinitarian. The Assembly of God denomination was the largest with 939,912 actual members.
The Church of God was third with 386,697 members. Fourth was the Pentecostal Holiness
Church with 135,000 members. However, in second place behind the Assemblies of God was
the United Pentecostal Church, International with 405,000 actual members.5 This number does
not even include all the other Oneness groups throughout the world.
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we, or an angel from heaven preach any other gospel unto you than that we have preached unto
you, let him be accursed. “(Galatians 1:8) I ask you, please prayerfully consider what I have said
this day. Search the Scriptures to see if what I have said is true. If you need help, I will gladly
come or send someone who can expound unto you “the way of God more perfectly”IS THIS
ISSUE REALLY SIGNIFICANT?Were these unusual examples or rare instances? Perhaps.
However, I have never lived in a city or town where I have not come into contact with one of the
111 denominations or sects categorized as Oneness Pentecostal churches. While many may
not be as bold as these illustrations, these examples do highlight the views of these groups, as
well as their commitment to those doctrines. The most familiar group is the United Pentecostal
Church, International. This movement is very large and growing rapidly. When this group is
mentioned, people often respond by saying that it is only a rumor that they believe those
doctrines. They know some Pentecostals and they are Trinitarian. Sometimes they say that you
are just anti-charismatic. Unfortunately, people are confused. The fact of the matter is that there
is a vast difference between Oneness Pentecostals and traditional Pentecostals and
charismatics.THE SIGNIFICANT GROWTH OF THE MOVEMENTAccording to Barrott’s World
Christian Encyclopedia,1 in 1970 there were 2,683,200 people involved in Oneness Pentecostal
churches around the world. Ten years later the number had grown to 3,682,900. In an additional
five years in 1985 the number had increased to 4,455,000.2 This was an 85.5% increase in just
15 years. It is interesting to learn that in 1970 there were only 4,113,400 Jehovah’s Witnesses,3
a smaller number than the Oneness Pentecostals in 1985. The Jehovah’s Witnesses increased
only 56.7% in those same 15 years. We all know of the Jehovah’s Witnesses, but few know of
these groups.Fred Foster in his book, The Story: 20th Century Pentecostals, testified of the
growth of this movement.In the past fifty years the Oneness message has had a tremendous
growth. A recent report by the Associated Press in a national release stated that the United
Pentecostal Church was one of the fastest growing church groups in the country. And it is
characteristic of these church groups to spread their message far and wide with great
evangelistic fervor.4Foster continued to cite statistics on actual church membership of the
largest Pentecostal denominations in 1979, both Oneness and Trinitarian. The Assembly of God
denomination was the largest with 939,912 actual members. The Church of God was third with
386,697 members. Fourth was the Pentecostal Holiness Church with 135,000 members.
However, in second place behind the Assemblies of God was the United Pentecostal Church,
International with 405,000 actual members.5 This number does not even include all the other
Oneness groups throughout the world.
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the Holy Spirit, and with a sincere desire t o please the Lord, some members of the small church
down the street placed several tracts and leaflets in the doors of our church and the parsonage.
One article particularly caught my eye. It was entitled, “The Great Trinitarian Cult.”Believing that
God would honor his boldness, this individual walked onto the platform in front of 3,000 people,
usurped a microphone, and began to preach, “You’re responsible for leading thousands of
people to hell! You’re only preaching part of the gospel.”An individual felt compelled to send a
letter to all the pastors in the city to “explain the gospel more fully.” His letter concluded:Now I
boldly proclaim to you, this is the gospel of Jesus Christ that we must obey! We crucify our old
man by repentance (Romans 6:6). We are buried with Him by baptism (Romans 6:4), and
resurrected with Christ to walk in newness of life by the infilling of the Holy Ghost (Romans 6:4).
If we have not done this, we have not obeyed the gospel, and we are in danger of the judgment
of God. Also, if we preach anything besides this, we are accursed of God, for Paul said, “Though
we, or an angel from heaven preach any other gospel unto you than that we have preached unto
you, let him be accursed. “(Galatians 1:8) I ask you, please prayerfully consider what I have said
this day. Search the Scriptures to see if what I have said is true. If you need help, I will gladly
come or send someone who can expound unto you “the way of God more perfectly”IS THIS
ISSUE REALLY SIGNIFICANT?Were these unusual examples or rare instances? Perhaps.
However, I have never lived in a city or town where I have not come into contact with one of the
111 denominations or sects categorized as Oneness Pentecostal churches. While many may
not be as bold as these illustrations, these examples do highlight the views of these groups, as
well as their commitment to those doctrines. The most familiar group is the United Pentecostal
Church, International. This movement is very large and growing rapidly. When this group is
mentioned, people often respond by saying that it is only a rumor that they believe those
doctrines. They know some Pentecostals and they are Trinitarian. Sometimes they say that you
are just anti-charismatic. Unfortunately, people are confused. The fact of the matter is that there
is a vast difference between Oneness Pentecostals and traditional Pentecostals and
charismatics.THE SIGNIFICANT GROWTH OF THE MOVEMENTAccording to Barrott’s World
Christian Encyclopedia,1 in 1970 there were 2,683,200 people involved in Oneness Pentecostal
churches around the world. Ten years later the number had grown to 3,682,900. In an additional
five years in 1985 the number had increased to 4,455,000.2 This was an 85.5% increase in just
15 years. It is interesting to learn that in 1970 there were only 4,113,400 Jehovah’s Witnesses,3
a smaller number than the Oneness Pentecostals in 1985. The Jehovah’s Witnesses increased
only 56.7% in those same 15 years. We all know of the Jehovah’s Witnesses, but few know of
these groups.Fred Foster in his book, The Story: 20th Century Pentecostals, testified of the
growth of this movement.In the past fifty years the Oneness message has had a tremendous
growth. A recent report by the Associated Press in a national release stated that the United
Pentecostal Church was one of the fastest growing church groups in the country. And it is
characteristic of these church groups to spread their message far and wide with great
evangelistic fervor.4Foster continued to cite statistics on actual church membership of the



largest Pentecostal denominations in 1979, both Oneness and Trinitarian. The Assembly of God
denomination was the largest with 939,912 actual members. The Church of God was third with
386,697 members. Fourth was the Pentecostal Holiness Church with 135,000 members.
However, in second place behind the Assemblies of God was the United Pentecostal Church,
International with 405,000 actual members.5 This number does not even include all the other
Oneness groups throughout the world.Part of the reason that these groups are growing so
rapidly is their similarity to classical Pentecostals and charismatics, all of whom emphasize
speaking in tongues. As there has been a rapid increase in the growth rate among charismatic
Christians, so has there been an increase in Oneness fellowships. People who were unaware of
the differences in the beliefs of the Oneness sects have naively drifted into their fellowships
thinking that they were just another charismatic church. With people hesitant to speak negatively
of the charismatic movement, and few knowing of the actual differences between charismatics
and Oneness Pentecostals, these Oneness sects have been able to grow with relative immunity
from any criticism about their beliefs. They have been free from theological accountability. It can
be sobering to learn that some of the fastest growing churches in Africa, as well as other mission
fields are Oneness Pentecostals.However, there has not been a city or town in which I have lived
in the last 25 years where the number of Oneness Pentecostal congregations has not exceeded
the number of Kingdom Halls and Mormon Churches put together. Even so, the majority of
people do not even know that these groups exist, nor what they believe. Check your own phone
book in the yellow pages under “churches”. These churches are often difficult to identify. In some
cases they will be listed under United Pentecostal. In other cases they will be listed under
Pentecostal with the initials UPC . Look under Apostolic. Not all Pentecostal or Apostolic
churches are Oneness, but some are. Some independent Oneness fellowships have coined
their own unique names. It can be very difficult to tell which churches are Oneness and which
are not.THE SIGNIFICANT DOCTRINES OF THE MOVEMENTThe United Pentecostal Church,
as well as other Oneness groups, are non-Trinitarian. They believe that the doctrine of the Trinity
is a pagan deviation. Thus, they are “Oneness” in contrast to “Trinitarian”. In one of their
publications the United Pentecostal Church said:Christian monotheists do not deny the Father,
Son, or Holy Ghost. They only reject the idea expressed in such terms as: three separate and
distinct persons in the Godhead; or God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy
Ghost.6Arthur L. Clanton wrote a history of Oneness organizations in the book, United We
Stand . In this book he identified a common belief concerning the different denominations that
united to form the United Pentecostals, International.With the exception of the so-called
Oneness people, nearly all of Christendom believes in what is usually designated as the Holy
Trinity, affirming that there are three separate and distinct persons in the Godhead-Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost. They believe these persons to be coeternal and coequal, and that each is
omnipotent. Members of the United Pentecostal Church do not subscribe to the doctrine of the
Trinity, declaring that neither the word Trinity, nor any teaching favoring it, is found in God’s
Word.7William Marrion Branham, while not of the United Pentecostal Church, was a Oneness



advocate. However, some of his other doctrines were so aberrational that other Oneness groups
have attempted to separate themselves from him. His view of the Trinity was expressed with
even more bluntness.Today there is gross error. It is that there are three Gods instead of one.
This revelation is given to John by Jesus, himself, corrects that error. It is not that there are three
Gods, but one God with three offices. There is One God with three titles, Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost. This mighty revelation is what the early church had, and it must be restored in this last
day along with the correct formula of water bap-tism.8Oneness Pentecostals differ with
traditional Christianity on more than just the doctrine of the Trinity. These churches advocate a
multiple step plan of salvation. Faith alone is insufficient.Baptism is a necessary step for
salvation. It is not viewed as a public profession of faith after salvation, and it must be
administered in the name of Jesus only, not in the Trinitarian formula. This is the basis for their
nickname, “Jesus Only Churches.” A third step is the reception of the Holy Spirit with speaking in
tongues. Unlike classical Pentecostals or charismatics who believe that tongues are a
subsequent experience after salvation, Oneness groups require someone to speak in tongues to
be saved. Finally, while unclear how much they are required, works of righteousness play a
role.The salvation experience consists of repentance of sin, water baptism in the name of the
Lord Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and being baptized with the Holy Spirit, after which
the believer is to live a holy life. 9J. Mark Jordan in his book, Measures of Our Faith,
said:Although faith is necessary to salvation, it is not salvation by itself. Rather, it is the means by
which a person receives salvation.10He went on to expand and explain that statement:Faith
leads to repentance .It leads to the waters of baptism. It leads to the baptism of the Holy Ghost.
It leads us to a pleasing life in the sight of Christ. In this way, faith brings salvation.11 THE
SIGNIFICANT ATTITUDE OF EXCLUSIVENESSIt is a logical conclusion that, if a group varies in
their view of salvation from others, and insists that their view is the only way to eternal life, then
they claim to have an exclusive plan of salvation. This trait is common in many cult groups. The
uniqueness of their doctrines is understood by Oneness Pentecostals, themselves. In discussing
the doctrines of the United Pentecostals, Arthur Clanton noted:It will not be possible to include in
detail all the doctrines of the United Pentecostal Church. Extended comment will therefore be
limited to those fundamental doctrines wherein the organization differs from all or nearly all other
religiousThe areas that he included in that discussion were the baptism of the Holy Spirit,
baptism in water, and the Oneness of God. These areas relate to either the Trinity or to salvation.
The conclusion is obvious, Oneness Pentecostals differ on the doctrine of salvation from nearly
all other religious groups.A number of pamphlets and books from various Oneness Pentecostal
groups demonstrate that exclusiveness.You won’t make it to Heaven with just one part of God’s
plan, it must all be present. What will you do friend? Believe man or trust God? Do His will,
Repent of your sins, get Baptized in water in the Name of Jesus Christ, receive the Holy Ghost
with the evidence of speaking in tongues as the Spirit gives the utterance. Hebrews 13:8 says:
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.” In Matthew 24:35 Jesus said: “heaven
and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.” What it took for Peter, the



Apostles and the 120 in the upper room on the Day of Pentecost (Acts Chapter 2) to be saved,
and the 3,000 souls added there after, it will take for you and me to be saved also! No lesser
experience than that received by the original church will make Heaven our home!13A publication
by the Pentecostal Bible Class of Findlay, Ohio entitled “The Comforter” clearly stated that those
who have not spoken in tongues are lost.In Acts 9, Paul had to speak in tongues to be saved,
Jesus said so. In Acts 10 a godly man had his name written in heaven, and had to speak in
tongues to be saved14 In the Bible there was nobody saved without TONGUES. The
Pentecostal experience is salvation, because it is being born of the Spirit which without, ye are
none of His. (Romans 8:9)15In a discussion on church growth and the visibility of United
Pentecostal Church, Simeon Young, Sr. stated that only United Pentecostals had the
truth:Several things have happened in the past few years to heighten the profile of the United
Pentecostal Church. Recent articles in two national religious magazines—Moody Monthly and
Charisma—will have the effect of making more people aware of us. It is better to be cursed than
ignored. God will not hold us guiltless if we, with the only saving message, fail to seize this
unique moment in history.16William Marrion Branham demonstrated this exclusivity in several
ways. “ … And any person who is in the organized denominations is right in the midst of an
antichrist system.17 The church will not be raptured at the return of Christ.18 Their end is the
lake of fire.19 Christ has left the church.20 People, who are not even Christians, will go to
heaven because they were kind to His brethren,21 and Christians names will be blotted out of
the book of life because they failed to honor the people of God.22 “Branham’s attitude of
exclusiveness is proven by the fact that only followers of Branham, one way or another, will have
eternal life.JESUS ONLY CHURCHES ARE CULTSA well known radio Bible teacher referred to
Oneness Pentecostals as fellow Christians, stating that they were only wrong on a few of their
beliefs. This view is shared by many people. Oneness Pentecostalism is a theological movement
where the followers of traditional Christianity are hesitant to say negative things about Oneness
theology. One book editor said to me that their doctrine is clearly cultic, but hoped that God
would take into consideration their sincerity. Sincere people can be lost.The question that we
must wrestle with is, “what is a cult?” If there is a definition of a cult, then we must apply that
definition and set aside our emotions. Most people in cults are sincere, but they still must hear
and believe in the truth. Cult watching organizations have developed specific criteria for
discerning whether or not a particular group is a cult. A brief survey of several books on cults will
reveal that cults generally deny specific doctrines. Of all the mail that I received concerning my
previous book, Twisting The Truth,23 a majority of it was from members of Oneness Pentecostal
churches. This was because two areas that I used to evaluate cult groups were the doctrine of
the Trinity and the doctrine of salvation. These two areas are different in Oneness Pentecostal
churches from traditional churches. This leads to a several important questions that we must
address.IS THE TRINITY THAT IMPORTANT OF A DOCTRINE?The doctrine of the Trinity is
certainly a confusing doctrine. In theology we call it a biblical mystery. Would God require such a
doctrine, a biblical mystery, as a foundation for saving faith? People differ on the extent of the



sovereignty of God, another divine attribute, and yet they are still considered Christians. It is true
that, while many Christians may have difficulty understanding the Trinity and even more difficulty
explaining it, cult groups are unambiguously clear in their denial of it. This makes it an obvious
sign post. However, does its simplicity of diagnosis justify it as a criteria?
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